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Operational - EEI # 41
Commmnications System in the Asuncion Mita area '

References HULA-454 dated M April 1954

1. On 21 and 22 April 1954 ESPEAAHCE visited the above area and tried to
obtain all possible data on the commmnications system. He advised the following
and submitted rough sketches, where possible, showing position of the wires.

2. There is & telegraph circuit (wire) from Guatemala City to Cuilapa to
Jutispa to Progreso to Asuncion Mita to San Cristobal to Atescatempa to Jerez to
Zapolitan to Jutiapa, He followed the lins along the road from Guatemala City
to San Cristobal., fThere the telegraph operator advised that the circuit extended
to Atescatempa to Jeres to Zapolitan and back to Jutiapa via comapa,

5. The above operator stated there is also & telegraph circuit from Jutiapa
to Progreso to Santa Catarina Mita, Chaparron to Jalapa, ESPERARCE was not able
to find these lines leading out of Progreso,

4. There is a telephone service between Guatemala City and Jutiapa but
SPERANCE was unable to learn whether this was wire or radio. He was not able
to verify the existence of a radio circuit from the 3rd Military Zone leadquarters
to Guatemala City. There is no telephone service from Jutiapa to the Salvador
border or to points in between. '

S« All telegraph ard long distance tele phons service ends at 9:00 Pelte and
is resumed at 8:00 a.nm, :

6. ESPEHANCE advised the following with regard to severing the lines:

(1) Salvador scrder to Asuncion Mita. About five miles from the Salvador
border, the wires cross the road and are only about ten feet from the
ground, They could be pulled down by a truck or car. This is at the
western end of Lake Atescatempa. Over the hill from the lake the pcles
cross back to the south side and leave the roadway for about 100 feet
inside a field, .

(2) Asuncion Hita to Progreso. Abtout a mile west of Asuncion Mita the
road starts up a steep grade for about S miles. The w ires follow the
road, There is a pcint about half way up where the poles are on the
edge of the road and cross canyons 200 to 300 feet, The poles are of
unfinished tree limbs and could be knocked down without a great deal
of forces There are nwwew us places wiere the lines could be sroken
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without being observed,

(3) Progreso to Jutiapa, The lines between Progresc and Jutiapa follow
the road out of Progreso, About 5 mids from Jutimpa the lines loave
the road and eut to the right across the hills. FRere ons could work
unsean,

(4) Jutiapa to Cuilaps, The lines leave the main part of Jutiapa on the
south side and cross the old road to Cuatemala City. They parallsl
the old road for about two miles and are sbout %00 feet from the road,
The wives ave two strand from the Salvador border to Asuncion Mita and
three strand from there to Jutiapa to Cuilapa te Cuatemala City,

7. ESPERANE moticed electric powsr lines outside Asuncion Mita, He maid
he noticed the power lines about 100 to 200 feet from the road on the right side
as he entered Asuncion Mita from San Cristobal, He stop.ed his ear, raised the
hood and pretended to be working on the motor, A pedestrian walked b, and
ESFERANCE asked him what the lines were and where they went, The pedestrian
answered that they were electric power lines which came from a hydroelectric
plant (exact location he didn't know but stated that the plant waen't very good
because the lights went off evary night,) ESPERANCE sould not locate the plant,
He thinks 1t 1s betwean Asuncion Mita and the Salvador border and is probably
only abls to produce enocugh power for daytime use and shuts down at night,

8. ESPERANCE stated that there were two wooden bridges on the road from
Jutiapa to Guatensmla which if destroyed would block traffic for 8 to 24 hours.,
The first bridge is about 15 miles out of Jutiapa toward Cutlapa on the Pan
Amorican Highway., The other bridge is on the eame rosd about 2 or 3 miles Lefore
reaching Cullapa, Destruction of these bridges would force traffic from Ouatemsla
to £o by way of Jalapa.

9. HSPERANCK made several photographs of the area and the lines but was
forced to hide them on the way baclh to Oustemals, He may be able to go hack and
pick up the film, If recovered, it will be forwarded by a subsequent dispatch,

10. Attached are 4 sketches prepared from drawings made by ESPYRANCES

(1) Communications lines from Guatemala to ‘he border as ESSERANCE
belisves them to exist (overlay on £SSO road map),

(%) Sketah of Jutimps showing location of telegrapn wires,

{.‘53 Sketch of Asuncion Mita showing telegraph wires and power line,
Sketch of road and wires from Asuncion Mita to Salvador border
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